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Moffat County Greater Sage-Grouse Habitat Program Committee
November 18, 2025 - Meeting Minutes

Meeting called to order at 2:03pm. Roll call was performed with the following members of the Moffat
County GrSG Working Group and grant applicants in attendance:

Kacey Green, CFCD GrSG Administrator Jeff Comstock - Moffat County

Mark Lowrey, CFCD GrSG Project Manager Doug Davis — Landowner Representative
Cassie Lamb - CFCD GrSG Monitor Rebecca Burton - Community Member
Nick Charchallis - CFCD GrSG Member Desa Ausmus — BLM Wildlife Specialist
Stephen Hinkemeyer - CFCD GrSG Member Brian Holmes - CPW Conservation Biologist

Adoption of the Agenda/Review and Approval of Minutes

Steve made a motion to adopt the meeting agenda and to approve the minutes from the previous
meeting, Jeff seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Grant Compliance and Financial Review — Kacey Green

Project Status Acres $ Approved Match Notes
ZC Livestock
20250313 _GSG 001 complete 724 $74,900.00 $14,000.00 pd
pending RMR
Gerber funding water $30,026.00
Nottingham - 010 complete 236 $29,300.00  $7,000.00 pd
Raftopoulos - 016 complete 1,500 $89,750.00  $10,000.00 pd
RV Angus - 006 in process 500  $154,000.00 $308.00
Visintainer - 014 complete 4200  $106,191.00 $34,108.32 pd
Chemical
$83,968 pd
Brosious - 017 complete 1,633 $42,121.00 with BIL
Swartzell -012 in process 440 $140,580.00
3 Springs - 007 in process 83 $26,912.00

McFarland - 009 in process water $33,900.00




Charchalis South -018 in process 2653 $186,187.00

K. Kawcak - 024 in process 200 $24,125.00
Bellio - 019 in process 104 $13,166.00

pending RMR pending RMR

Pankey - 020 funding 320 $87,190.00 funding

Cole - 015 in process water - PALS $9,211.96
Tallent in process water $19,864.00
Olson in process 32 $5,226.90
TOTALS: 12,625+ $1,072,650.86

-Total Acres Impacted: 12,625+ acres
Acres Projected in Grant Language: 12,000

-Total Allocated to Habitat Restoration: $1,072,650.86
-Total Remaining for Habitat Restoration: $959,954.25

-Total Remaining for Conifer Removal: $175,000.00
Additional Funding

Kacey presented a proposal she developed to submit to the BLM requesting additional grant funding.
Since CFCD has already allocated nearly half of its existing funds within the first year, Kacey proposed
requesting an increase that would double the current amount.

Mark suggested using a portion of the additional funds for herbicide application projects on public lands,
which would not require NEPA review since no ground disturbance would occur. He noted that
incorporating public lands into future work would significantly improve landscape connectivity,
particularly by targeting areas bordering private lands or adjacent to landlocked public parcels.

Brian raised concerns about the residual effects of Rejuvra. He noted that one-third of native forbs on
state wildlife areas are annual forbs, and he is worried that Rejuvra will negatively affect them. These
annual native forbs are commonly found in the sandy, dry areas where bitterbrush grows, and staff are
hesitant to be overly aggressive with Rejuvra treatments in those habitats. He explained that sage grouse
do not differentiate between native grasses and invasive annual grasses, and they do not benefit from
landscapes dominated solely by grass. Sage grouse rely heavily on forbs, insects, and brush, with hens
and their broods being particularly dependent on forbs during the spring and summer months. He asked
whether spraying Rejuvra is worth the potential loss of these important components.

Kacey also mentioned that we do not want to create bare ground in areas with heavy infestations of
invasive annuals. Brian added that he has seen these bare areas fill back in with Russian thistle, which is



highly tolerant of Rejuvra. He noted that he has data from State Wildlife Areas that he will share with the
committee demonstrating the negative effects of Rejuvra on annual forbs.

Nick asked what outreach efforts have been completed so far. Kacey explained that she has done
interviews with Rocky Mountain News and others, and has released several social media posts as well as
the website. Mark added that he is planning to create a public GIS based interface. In addition, Mark and
Cassie have reached out to Rocky Mountain Youth Corps on carrying out projects next year, and set up an
information booth at the County Fair.

Doug suggested linking CFCD’s information or website to the Yampa White Green Basin Roundtable
website, since it has received a significant amount of public attention. Steve will check with the website
admin.

Project Updates

Cassie compiled an up to date handout showing the status of each project, shown below:
Completed: Z/C Livestock, MC/Nottingham, Raftopoulos, Visintainer, McFarland, Cole’s Ranch, and
Brosious.

Approved/In Process: RV Angus, Swartzell, Three Springs Ranch, Gerber, Charchalis South, Kawcak_K,
Pankey, Bellio, Olson, and Tallent Ranch.

For Review: No projects for review today. Wygant, Kawcak FR, Vermillion, and RAD Counts have been
tabled.

Upcoming: Parrott.

RAD Counts: Project activities are scheduled to occur in 2026. The project area involves farmland
transitioning out of production and being restored to native range.

ZC Livestock: Cassie visited the project two weeks ago to collect transect data and take updated photos.
She displayed photos on the screen.

Parrott: The Parrott project includes spraying for Scotch thistle, anticipated for spring 2026. Following
this treatment, the applicant will use a no-till drill to interseed a native grass mix and a sage grouse
preferred forb mix into old agricultural fields to restore them to native range. This work is planned for fall
2026. To ensure the success of the seeding efforts, a rotational grazing system will be implemented using
temporary fencing and water developments to create these pasture adjustments. Mark and Cassie are
investigating the current well output, and have gathered a seed mix quote.

Projects to Review

There were no projects to review during the meeting.



Closing Di .

Mark asked the committee if they could help him develop a protocol for temporary fencing needed to
protect seeding projects. The Parrott and RAD Counts projects are upcoming examples that will require
fencing, and he is hoping to create consistency among similar projects.

One idea Mark presented to the committee was the use of removable metal H-braces. He showed a
photo of an 8 foot by 8 foot model that is relatively inexpensive, along with a quote for three reusable
H-brace components. He proposed that CFCD would supply the structural material and everything
needed to energize the fence, while the landowner would provide the T-posts and wire, which they could
reuse in their own operation once the treated area no longer needs to be fenced. The district could
either purchase the materials or include them as a project cost, contingent upon the fence being
removed 1.5 — 2 years later.

Discussion on this idea was extensive, and several concerns were raised. Committee members asked
about the materials required, what type of wire would be used, and whether the temporary fence would
hold up against livestock and wildlife. There was also concern that if multiple projects were initiated at
once, CFCD would need to purchase many sets of structural and electrical components for the temporary
fences, potentially making the approach more expensive overall.

Doug then suggested that CFCD adopt an approach similar to NRCS policy: require the landowner’s
contribution to be the cost of an approved fence that they can keep even after the seeding is
established. The committee ultimately agreed that this would be the best option, as it gives landowners
a meaningful stake in the project while also making the most financial sense for the district.

The next meeting of the MCGSG group will be:
Tuesday, December 9, 2025, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm
In the NRCS office conference room.

Adjournment

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Doug, Desa seconded. The motion passed unanimously.



